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Policy 14 

APPEALS AND HEARINGS REGARDING STUDENT MATTERS 

Intensive Needs Review 

The Board recognizes the right of a student with intensive needs or the 
parents/guardians of that student to request a review of a decision related to 
designation, placement and program in accordance with provisions outlined in The 
Education Act 1995. 

Specifically, 

1. A student who has reached 18 years of age, or the parents/guardians of a student
with intensive needs shall have access to a review process in the event he/she they 
disagrees with:
1.1 The designation of the student or the failure to designate the student as

having intensive needs; 
1.2 The placement of the student; 
1.3 The program provided to the student. 

2. The right to a review is limited to decisions with educational or developmental
implications for the student. The right for review does not apply where the
disagreement with respect to the placement of the student is based on:
2.1 Parental preference as to the location of the delivery of the program; 
2.2 Parental convenience; 
2.3 Other factors unrelated to the impact of the location of the educational 

instruction on the student's education and development; 
2.4 Location within an educational institution; 
2.5 Any other reason that relates to or is similar in nature to those listed in 

clauses 2.1 to 2.4; or 
2.6 An allegation of discrimination pursuant to the Human Rights Code or the 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

3. At any stage of the review the student or the parents/ guardians of the student may
choose to be accompanied by a friend, or other person of their choice.

4. The Director may make any interim decision he/she they considers necessary
pending the decision of the review. During the appeal and review period, the parents
have the right to either have their child exempted from school or have him/her them
remain in the initial placement until the dispute is settled.

5. The Division will attempt to make every effort to resolve a designation, placement
and/or program decision in a manner amicable to the student, parents/guardians and
the Division. The following steps outline the initial action that is required prior to
requesting a formal review process:
5.1 The student or parents/guardians shall discuss the decision in question with

the teacher(s) and the in-school administration; 
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School Board Trustee School Clusters and SCCs 
Revised June 2023 

 
Overview 
Trustees are assigned to a cluster of schools to enhance connection and communication between the 
Board and schools. To promote division-wide perspectives, a trustee’s cluster of schools generally 
includes some of the schools within the area that he or she is elected from and some schools from other 
areas.  School cluster assignments are associated with Board Policy 1, Policy 2 (2.6) and Policy 3. 
 
Trustee Role in School Clusters 
The activity of a trustee with each of his or her assigned schools will vary depending on the needs of the 
school, the SCC and the trustee.  Some of the trustee’s primary roles include: 
1. Establish and maintain communication with the schools’ SCC and Principal. 
2. Seek understanding of SCC issues and activities.  Discern which issues are governance and policy 

related for Board information and refer operational/administrative issues to the Principal or Director 
for information and action. 

3. Promote the importance of local voice in education, communicate the role of school trustees and 
SCCs. 

4. Share with the SCC highlights from Board meetings, summarize important board events or decisions 
and review key developments from across the division with the SCC as needed. 

5. Attend school and SCC events as appropriate.  Trustees are not expected to attend all school 
assemblies, events and celebrations, but trustee presence at major school events and at SCC 
meetings is helpful whenever possible. 

 
School Cluster Assignment Criteria 
The Board assigns trustees to a mix of schools as an opportunity for the trustees to learn about 
perspectives from other communities, understand various schools’ needs, and strengthen the division-
wide perspectives of the Board. Since some trustees are elected from areas with many schools and 
other trustees are elected from areas with only a few schools, a mix of schools also helps balance the 
number of schools each trustee is connected to.  Ideally, trustees will be assigned to a cluster of schools 
from: 

• Inside his or her subdivision 
• Outside his or her subdivision 
• Rural areas 
• Urban areas  
• A variety of grade configurations (preK-8, PreK-12, 9-12, and other)  

In addition, the following criteria will be considered in the assignment of trustees to school clusters: 
• School size and number of activities a trustee may be invited to at the school 
• Travel or other demands placed on trustees to maintain connection to the school 
• A reasonably balanced number of schools in each trustee’s cluster 

 
School Cluster Assignment Process 
Trustee assignment to school clusters will be determined by the Board Chair in consultation with the 
Vice Chair, Director of Education and others that the Chair deems appropriate. 
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POLICY 17 – SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
 

In accordance with Section 140 of The Education Act, 1995, School Community Councils will be 
established in each school within the Saskatoon Public School Division No. 13. Associate and Alliance 
schools are exempt from this requirement. School Community Councils are established to enhance 
the learning success and well-being of all children and youth through ongoing communication and 
parent engagement. 

 

1. Role and Responsibilities of the Board of Education 

1.1. The role of the Board of Education is to embrace the opportunity that School Community 
Councils represent and receive advice and information from the School Community Council 
where appropriate. 

1.2. The Board of Education shall: 

1.2.1. provide a Board policy for School Community Councils and companion policies that 
form the parameters of the School Community Councils’ work as required; 

1.2.2. delegate appropriate responsibilities with respect to School Community Councils to 
the Director of Education; 

1.2.3. determine and approve an annual grant to each School Community Council; 

1.2.4. recommend to the Minister the merging of more than one School Community 
Council when appropriate and when the affected School Community Councils are in 
agreement with the decision; and 

1.2.5. recommend to the Minister the separation of an amalgamated School Community 
Council and establish two or more School Community Councils when appropriate 
and when the affected School Community Councils agree with the decision. 

1.2.6. In consultation with the School Community Council’s chairperson, each trustee shall 
make an effort to attend at least one meeting per year for each school’s School 
Community Council in his/her ward and inform the chairperson of his/her wishes to 
attend prior to the meeting date.  
 

2. Role and Responsibilities of the Director of Education 

2.1. The Director of Education shall: 

2.1.1. designate an employee to provide guidance and to promote collaboration and 
communication between each School Community Council; 

2.1.2. provide companion administrative procedures that form the parameters of the 
School Community Councils’ work; 
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2.1.3. provide orientation, training, development, and networking opportunities for 
School Community Councils. 
 

3. Role and Responsibilities of School Community Councils related to the Board of 
Education 

3.1. School Community Councils may within the parameters set by the Board in policy and 
administrative procedures: 

3.1.1. provide advice to the Board of Education respecting Board policies, programs, and 
educational service delivery, excluding service delivery by a specific staff member;    

3.1.2. provide advice to other organizations, agencies and governments on the learning 
and well-being needs of students. 

 
4. School Community Council Assembly 

4.1. The Board approves the establishment of a School Community Council Assembly for the 
purpose of providing orientation, training, development, and networking opportunities.  
More specifically, the School Community Council Assembly meetings will: 

4.1.1. support the operation of the School Community Councils; 

4.1.2. support the School Community Councils’ orientation and development regarding 
their roles and responsibilities; 

4.1.3. provide a mechanism for two-way communication between the Board and the 
School Community Councils; and 

4.1.4. provide an opportunity for networking among School Community Councils. 

4.2. The Director of Education shall appoint an administrative liaison. 

4.3. The School Community Council Assembly shall be comprised of representatives from each 
School Community Council in the division. 

4.4. School Community Council Assembly meetings shall be chaired by the Board Chair or 
designate and an elected co-chair from the Assembly. 

4.4.1. The elected co-chair(s) for the Assembly will be determined each year at the annual 
spring meeting.  Each School Community Council will have one vote. 

4.5. The School Community Council Assembly shall meet a minimum of three times per school 
year.  The agenda for each meeting will provide an opportunity for Board updates, 
networking opportunities with the Board, and networking opportunities among School 
Community Councils.  The agenda will be developed by the co-chairs. 

4.6. Additional School Community Council Assembly meetings may be held at the discretion of 
the co-chairs. 
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Legal Reference: Section 140.1 to 140.5, The Education Act  
 Saskatoon Public Schools’ Administrative Procedure 110: School Community Councils  
Date Last Revised: March 15, 2022 
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