Understanding by Design Unit Template

Additional material and the rubric can be found at: T:\Smartboard\Socials\Grade 8\UbD units\Dynamic Relationships and Power and Authority
	Title of Unit
	Dynamic Relationships / Power and Authority
	Grade Level
	8

	Curriculum Area
	Social Studies
	Time Frame
	     

	Developed By
	

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	     
Dynamic Relationships
DR8.1 

Develop an understanding of the significance of land on the evolution of Canadian identity. 

DR 8.1 Living in Canada has affected the way Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

 

DR8.2 

Describe the influence of the treaty relationship on Canadian identity. 

DR 8.2 The relationship and history between Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people is a part of Canadian identity. 

DR8.3 

Assess how historical events in Canada have affected the present Canadian identity. 

 

DR 8.3 Important events in history affect how Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.
Power and Authority

PA8.1 

Contemplate the implications of Canadian citizenship on the life of Canadians. 

PA 8.1 Living in Canada, as a Canadian citizen or immigrant, comes with certain rights and responsibilities.
 



	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         

	How do people share land?
What influences identity?

What does it mean to be a citizen?

What does it mean to be Canadian?


	Where we live affects our identity; important events as well as the physical and human geography of the land.

Living in Canada comes with certain rights and responsibilities.


	
	Misconceptions

	
	(Optional)

	
	All people living in Canada have equal opportunities, power and authority.
All Canadians share the same world view.
Individuals and young people in particular, do not have decision making power and authority.


	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	· The difference between the traditional Aboriginal concept of land and the contemporary Western European notion of land.
· The importance of the land in the Canadian economy.
· The impact of land on the identity of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples.
· The influence of varying views of the land in motivating the treaty relationship.
· Unfulfilled aspects of Treaty in Canada.
· The benefits of the treaties for all Canadians.
· The influence of American mass media and popular culture on the Canadian way of life.
· The similarities and differences in the values, beliefs, and ways of life of Canadians and Americans.
· The changes in how citizenship has occurred for Canadians over time, including current categories of citizenship.
· The effects of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms on individuals and groups.
· The provisions of the Indian Act, and its effects on people of Aboriginal ancestry.
· The citizenship processes in place for a person born in Canada and a person entering the country.
· Personal implications of the rights and responsibilities of Canadian citizenship.

	· use the majority-rule model and the consensus model of decision making.
· Assess the impact of a variety of important historical events in shaping the Canadian identity.


	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	I Am Canadian. Performance Task
You are auditioning for a prestigious Arts and Theatre College. The board of trustees wants to know what it means to be Canadian. You are to explain the following:

DR 8.1 Living in Canada has affected the way Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

 

DR 8.2 The relationship and history between Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people is a part of Canadian identity. 

DR 8.3 Important events in history affect how Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

PA 8.1 Living in Canada, as a Canadian citizen or immigrant, comes with certain rights and responsibilities.
You may audition in one of the following categories:

a) Media – Create a radio or television program describing Canadian identity.

b) Performing Arts – Write and/or perform a play describing Canadian identity.

c) Visual Arts – Write and illustrate a full length comic describing Canadian identity.

d) Creative Writing – Write and illustrate a children’s book describing Canadian identity.

Follow the steps in this booklet to make sure that you have done everything you need to.

You will hand in this booklet at the time of your audition.
-completed graphic organizer (brainstorming and questions)

-jot notes from research/brainstorming
-bibliography 
-self assessment rubric

Graphic Organizer *DO NOT LOSE ME! I NEED TO BE COMPLETED AND HANDED IN!*

1. Brainstorm what you already know about each statement. Use the following graphic organizer to organize your jot notes. After you brainstorm, write down questions about what you need to find out.

Living in Canada has affected the way Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

What do I already know?

What do I need to find out?

a)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________b)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________c)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The relationship and history between Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people is a part of Canadian identity. 

What do I already know?

What do I need to find out?

a)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________b)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________c)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Important events in history affect how Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

What do I already know?

What do I need to find out?

a)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________b)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________c)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Living in Canada, as a Canadian citizen or immigrant, comes with certain rights and responsibilities.

What do I already know?

What do I need to find out?

a)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________b)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________c)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d)___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Research

Organize your jot notes. Write the information you found under the right statement/category. 

Living in Canada has affected the way Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

The relationship and history between Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people is a part of Canadian identity. 

Important events in history affect how Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

What do I already know?

Living in Canada, as a Canadian citizen or immigrant, comes with certain rights and responsibilities.

4. Bibliography

5. What else do I need to do before I am ready to audition?

	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:

What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:

Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:

The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:

What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?

UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?

EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?

CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling

COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	6. Self Assessment Rubric

Student ___________________________________

SOCIAL STUDIES RUBRIC

FOOTPRINTS OF EXPLORATION
           Level

Criteria               
4

Excellent

3

Proficient
2

Adequate
1

Limited *

Insufficient / Blank *
DR 8.2 

I have explained that the relationship and history between Aboriginal people and non-Aboriginal people is a part of Canadian identity. 

Uses pertinent information to provide comprehensive historical context.
Uses relevant information to provide thorough historical context.

Uses general information to provide partial historical context.

Uses trivial information to provide sketchy historical context.

No score is awarded because there is insufficient evidence of student performance based on the requirements of the assessment task.

DR 8.1 

I have explained that living in Canada has affected the way Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.
Provides insightful understanding of how human and physical geography has influenced Canadian identity.

Provides meaningful understanding of how human and physical geography has influenced Canadian identity.

Provides basic understanding of how human and physical geography has influenced Canadian identity.

Provides vague understanding of how human and physical geography has influenced Canadian identity.

DR 8.3 
I have explained that important events in history affect how Canadians view themselves and the rest of the world.

Uses pertinent information to provide comprehensive historical context. Provides insightful understanding of relationship between events and identity.
Uses relevant information to provide thorough historical context. Provides meaningful understanding of relationship between events and identity.
Uses general information to provide partial historical context. Provides basic understanding of relationship between events and identity.

Uses trivial information to provide sketchy historical context. Provides vague understanding of relationship between events and identity.

PA 8.1 

Living in Canada, as a Canadian citizen or immigrant, comes with certain rights and responsibilities.

Provides insightful understanding of rights and responsibilities of living in Canada.

Provides meaningful understanding of rights and responsibilities of living in Canada.

Provides basic understanding of rights and responsibilities of living in Canada.

Provides vague understanding of rights and responsibilities of living in Canada.

Evaluates sources

Provides perceptive evaluation of sources.

Provides effective evaluation of sources.

Provides reasonable evaluation of sources.

Provides superficial evaluation of sources.

Communicates information

Communicates information in a convincing, clear manner.

Communicates information in a purposeful, clear manner.
Communicates information in a simplistic manner.

Communicates information in a manner that is unclear and does little to sustain audience interest and attention.

*
When work is judged to be limited or insufficient, the teacher makes decisions about appropriate intervention to help the student improve.



	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation
	Observation
	Product

	1. What does it mean to be Canadian?
2. What is the difference between the traditional Aboriginal concept of land and the contemporary Western European notion of land?

3. Why is land important in Canada’s economy? How do we use the land?

4. What kinds of experiences have you had with the land? How has this influenced who you are?

5. How do FNIM people traditionally relate to the land?

6. What can be learned from other perspectives on the land?

7. Why are the Treaty relationships important to all Canadians?

8. What aspects of the Treaties are unfulfilled?

9. Which important events have impacted Canadian identity?

10. How does American mass media influence Canadian identity?

	 -Are students able to articulate an idea of Canadian identity? Does this idea of identity evolve and build in sophistication throughout the unit?
-Are students able to recognize the difference between the modern Western concept of land and the traditional First Nations concept of land?

-Are students able to give examples of how land is used in Canadian economy?

-Are students able to give reasons behind the importance of the treaty relationship to all Canadians?

-Are students able to give examples of unfulfilled aspects of Treaties?

-Are students able to give examples of how American mass media influences Canadian identity?
	DR 8.1 

 
· {Write, say or do a media representation of Canadian identity}

· {Mini research in partners: create a graph of some sort showing the use of land in Canadian economy. Use Google Earth to pick a spot in Canada and speculate about living there.}

DR 8.2 

· {Watch Pocahontas. Write, tell or record movie response comparing and contrasting ideas of land. }

· { Current event story about land dispute. 5W’s}

· {Write and/or perform script explaining section of treaty history and its influence on Aboriginal groups, in small groups- http://www2.canadiana.ca/citm/themes/aboriginals_e.html}

· {Visit by Elder}
DR 8.3 

· {Class newspaper/magazine about Canada throughout the ages with option of photo essay. Use H.F. sites. Short write-up of each.  Also include list of important individuals to write about; several copies in class.; Create pdf.}

PA 8.1

 

· Examine the influence of American mass media and popular culture on the Canadian way of life. {Video re: media influences?}

· {Venn diagram re: similarities and differences in Canadian and American culture}
· Examine the personal implications of the rights and responsibilities of Canadian citizenship. {I am Canadian credo}



	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	

	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	1. Power point with current media samples. Followed by brainstorm of other media examples, which leads to first activity, where students will gather example of media piece that symbolizes Canadian identity.


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?  How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the engagement and achievement of all students?

	DR 8.1 

 
· Examine the influence of the land on the Canadian personality depicted in literary texts, songs, media presentations, visual art and dance, sport and recreation. {Write, say or do a media representation of Canadian identity}

· Investigate the importance of the land in the Canadian economy (e.g., agriculture, trapping, hydroelectricity, fishing, mining, forestry, tourism), and speculate about the impact on the identity of Canadians. {Mini research in partners: create a graph of some sort showing the use of land in Canadian economy. Use Google Earth to pick a spot in Canada and speculate about living there.}

DR 8.2 

· Analyze the relationship between the traditional Aboriginal concept of land (an animate being; the source of life) and the contemporary Western European notion of land (a resource to be owned and exploited) through the centuries. {Watch Pocahontas. Write, tell or record movie response comparing and contrasting ideas of land. ; Current event story about land dispute. 5W’s}

· Investigate the impact of land on the identity of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. {Visit by Elder.; Write and/or perform script explaining section of treaty history and it’s influence on Aboriginal groups, in small groups- http://www2.canadiana.ca/citm/themes/aboriginals_e.html}

· Explore unfulfilled aspects of Treaty (e.g., education, health care) in Canada. {Video; prepare questions for visit by Elder, booklet.}
· Investigate the provisions of the Indian Act, and its affects on people of Aboriginal ancestory. {Prepare questions for Elder visit}

DR 8.3 

· Assess the impact of a variety of important historical events in shaping the Canadian identity (e.g., the effect of the Royal Proclamation 1763 on Francophone and Aboriginal peoples; the fur trade economy; Quebec Act 1774; the Acadian deportation; the Loyalist migration; the War of 1812; Canada’s role in World War I; the creation of the health care system; peace-keeping activities; the role of the RCMP in the development of the Canadian West; Canadian Confederation 1867; the building of the national railroad; the Métis resistance 1870 and 1885; John A. Macdonald’s National Policy 1879; October Crisis 1970; the development of the Canadarm; the development of the music and film industry in French and in English in Canada). {Class newspaper/magazine about Canada throughout the ages with option of photo essay. Use H.F. sites. Short write-up of each.  Also include list of important individuals to write about; several copies in class.; Create pdf.}

· Investigate the effects of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms on individuals and groups (e.g., language rights; right to reasonable access to justice in trials; same sex marriage; civil protections). {Lawyer to talk about Charter? Ask students about parents}

· Investigate the provisions of the Indian Act, and its affects on people of Aboriginal ancestory. {Prepare questions for Elder visit}
PA 8.1

 

· Examine the influence of American mass media and popular culture on the Canadian way of life. {Video re: media influences}
· Analyse the similarities and differences in the values, beliefs, and ways of life of Canadians and Americans. {Venn diagram}
· Compare and evaluate the citizenship processes in place for a person born in Canada and a person entering the country (including the citizenship test and the oath of citizenship).  
· Examine the personal implications of the rights and responsibilities of Canadian citizenship. {I am Canadian credo}

	Time Frame

	
	

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work based on your essential questions and enduring understandings? 

	By continuing to visit and discuss the essential questions and the outcomes as a class and individually, students will be able to check their level of understanding throughout the unit. Class discussions, small group discussions, teacher-student discussions and journal entries will all be used for students to share and record their learning, along with the activities that will be given marks.



	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	Class discussions, small group discussions, teacher-student discussions and journal entries will all be used for students to share and record their learning, along with the activities that will be given marks. Each activity has been planned with the opportunity for students to explain their learning and reflect on where they have come from and where they will go next.



	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	Some adaptations and modifications have been built into learning activities; others will be incorporated as learning is assessed.


	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	· Atlas

· Piece of Canadian media from home

· A Listing of First Nations and Metis Elders

· “We Have to Know Where We Have Been to Know Where We Are Going” – Aboriginal People of Saskatchewan

· http://www2.canadiana.ca/citm/themes/aboriginals_e.html
· Visit from local Lawyer
· Visit from Immigration agent
· Pocahontas movie
· Video about media influences


	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:

 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	

	BAL’s:

 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	

	CELS & CCC’s: 

Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	     

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	     

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	     

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	     

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	     

	Blueprint for Life: 

Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	     


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

