Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Title of Unit
	Heroes and Idols
	Grade Level
	8

	Curriculum Area
	English Language Arts
	Time Frame
	

	Developed By
	
	ELA Context
	Personal and Philosophical

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	 

CC8.5- Create and present a multimedia presentation including presentation software with adequate detail, clarity, and organization to persuade (e.g., an opinion.)
CC8.8- Write to explain and inform in a presentation of findings, a biography, a documented research report; and to persuade.
CC8.3- Select and use the appropriate strategies to communicate meaning before (e.g., plan, organize, and sequence ideas to fit purpose, point of view, and format), during (e.g., use and maintain appropriate point of view for audience and purpose), and after (e.g., revise final drafts and presentations to ensure that the format and patterns within that format contribute to the effectiveness of the composition) speaking, writing, and other representing activities.

CR8.4- View critically and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of visual and multimedia texts including videos, television broadcasts, informational presentations, dramatic presentations, websites, and news programs to locate and interpret key messages and details, to develop conclusions, opinions, and understanding, and to evaluate the effectiveness of the text. 



	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?    Students will understand that:     

	1. How does selecting the appropriate strategies help us communicate the message we wish to express.
2. How is the best way to persuade an audience using a multimedia presentation?

3. What information do we need to include to best inform the reader of an individual?

4. Why is it important to view things we see, hear or read critically? 

	· An effective argument consists of both fact and opinion.
· Every opinion should be critically examined for its merit based on the facts that accompany it.

	
	Misconception

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	· How do we create heroes and idols?
· What makes a hero?

· What qualities do people view as hero-like?
	

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	· How to comprehend various different styles of media.

· How to evaluate credible and non-credible media sources.

· How to distinguish point of view and critically examine its worth.


	· View and read a variety of texts related to the theme or topic of study and show comprehension.

· Prepare and use a plan to access, gather, and evaluate ideas and information from a variety of human, print, and electronic sources.

· Select appropriate resources related to a research.

· Orally present information they have researched and prepared in the required format.

· Write an argument based on both facts from various resources and opinion.

· Present information using a power point presentation



	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	You are a person who wishes to see your personal hero/idol included in a book called The Top 100 Human Beings of All Time.  You will prepare an argument to be presented to the Top 100 Human Beings selection committee.  It is understood that individuals esteem people for different reasons.  Every person deserves the opportunity to make the top 100 list, if the argument is persuasive enough.  The committee believes that a persuasive argument should include both fact and opinion.  You will create a power point presentation along with a written argument that persuades the selection committee to include your hero/idol in the top 100 list.


	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:

What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:

Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:

The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:

What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?

UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?

EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?

CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling

COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	RUBRIC

Category

You can do it.  Spend some extra time with the criteria and ask for help.
1 Intervention

Good start.  You are beginning to make sense of this on your own.
2 Instructional

You did it and you did it on your own!
3 Independent

Great Work!  This is going extra well for you!
4 MASTERY

Power Point

Presentation

C.C-8.5

Little to no captivation of audience.  Irrelevant order of presenting information.   The argument lacked connection to the presentation style.

The presentation attempted to engage the audience.  The presentation was organized in a predictable way.  The presentation style partiality compliments the argument.

The audience was focused on the presentation.  The presentation was systematic.  The presentation style was relevant for the argument.

The presentation captivates the audience.  The presentation is organized in a meaningful way.  The presentation style compliments the argument.

Written Argument

C.C-8.8

The written argument is undeveloped and not reliable.  There were a lot of grammatical errors that made it difficult to follow.  The elements of a solid argument were not included.

The written argument is simplistic and reliability is questionable.  The many grammatical errors took away from the argument.  The written portion attempted to include the elements of a solid argument.

The written argument is reliable and detailed.  Grammatical errors were made yet the argument was affected very little.  The written argument included the elements of a solid argument.

The written argument is truthful, yet made memorable.  Very few grammatical errors were made, and didn’t take away from the written argument.  The argument included all elements of a solid argument.

Argument

C.C-8.3

The argument was vague with inconclusive information.  The argument was impractical.

The argument was believable with a simplistic explanation.  The argument lacked creativity.

The argument was logical with supporting evidence.  The argument was thoughtful.

The argument was insightful yet clear with compelling evidence.  The argument went beyond common logic.

Research(During)

C.R-8.4

Uses resources that are unreliable.  Ineffective determining the difference between credible and non-credible resources.  Uses very few resources all of the same media.  Constantly off task.

Struggles to find resources that are repeatable.  Student limits him/herself by not looking past one form of media.  Often off task.

Uses only reputable resources.  Looks to an adequate number of different resources.  Knows what to look for in a reliable resource.   Seldom off task.

Staying on reliable resources.  Looks to a variety of different resources.  Is able to decipher relevant information from a variety of sources.

Uses time wisely.



	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	· Student Teacher Conferences
· Assessment Master 2-Ongoing Observations

· Assessment Master 5-Rubric-Read Opinion Pieces

· Assessment Master 6-Reflect on Reading Opinion Pieces

· Assessment Master 7-Rubric-Write an Opinion Piece

· Informal Observations


	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	Students will begin to critically examine opinion pieces for validity and merit.

Students will begin to understand how to create and support a valid argument.

Post outcomes and essential questions in classroom in prominent place. Refer to them and discuss them often throughout unit.

Present description of performance task early in unit along with scoring rubrics.

Share and discuss assessment tools prior to any assessment.


	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	LiA Heroes and Idols-Lesson 2-Who are Your Heroes?
· Make Connections.  Make a list of heroes in your life.

· View with a purpose.  Analyze the images in the photo gallery on pages 8-11.  How would you group these images?  Whom would you consider a hero?  Whom would you consider an idol?


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?

	· All lessons listed correspond to the Literacy in Action Heroes and Idols! unit lessons

· Lesson 2: Who Are Your Heroes? C.R.8.4-Students view pictures to distinguish if the individual is considered a Hero or an Idol.  Line Master 3- students come up with their own definition of heroes, idols, celebrities, role model.  Line Master 4- Students break pictures of people from textbook up into correct categories.
· Lesson 3: Read Opinion Pieces C.C.8.3-Students learn and discuss the strategies that they will use during this unit. Ask Questions, Infer, Find Clues to Word Meaning, Interpret Media Techniques, Synthesize
· Lesson 4: Unknown Soldier: Symbol or Hero? C.C.8.3- Model to students the use of the reading strategies.
· Lesson 5: The Kielburgers: Modern Day Heroes?, Nelly: Celebrity or Hero?, Knut: Hero or Victim?, Elizabeth Eckford: 

·                  Only a Media Hero-C.C.8.3, C.R.8.4-Students use reading strategies to analyze different opinion pieces.
· Lesson 6: Celebrities as Social Activists C.R.8.4-students interpret key messages and details.
· Lesson 7: Privacy? What Privacy? C.R.8.4-Students construct and confirm meaning.
· Lesson 8: Heroes Among Us C.R.8.4-use strategies to make sense of texts and remember ideas.
· Lesson 9: Write an Opinion Piece C.C.8.8- Students write an opinion piece on a hero of their choosing.
· Lesson 10: Bullied Student Tickled Pink by Schoolmates’ T-Shirt Campaign C.C.8.5 & C.C.8.3- students create a poster to promote anti-bullying in school.
· Lesson 11: Analyze Audience Response C.C.8.3 students discover what factors affect the audience and their response.
· Lesson 13: Introduce a Speaker C.C.8.3-students effectively introduce a speaker to match purpose of speaker to reinforce purpose of the speaker.
· Lesson 14: Read All About…Who? C.R.8.4- students analyze text and compare to other pieces they have read.
· Lesson 15: Performance Task C.C.8.5 & C.C.8.8 & C.R.8.4 & C.C.8.3- Students need to research information and then present information in both written form and a power point form to argue that this person is worthy of being called a hero. 

	Time Frame

	
	

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work?

	Students will be provided with several graphic organizers that correspond with individual lessons from LiA that will allow them opportunities to reflect on and rethink their skills for this unit. Such reflection will also be modeled by the teacher as think-alouds appropriate.


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	Students will be provided with several graphic organizers that correspond with individual lessons from LiA that will allow them opportunities to self-evaluate the progress of their skills for this unit. As well, students will have opportunities to conference with peers and the classroom teacher to “show what they know” and create plans for self-growth.

Students will be given their performance task rubric when they begin their assignment so that they will be aware of all expectations at the onset of the project.


	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?  

Literacy in Action provides ideas for differentiation within each lesson. Look for the DIFFERENTIATION boxes with the checkmark symbol on the edges of individual lessons within the teacher’s guide

	Resources

	Literacy in Action – Heroes and Idols unit


	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:

 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	Y

	BAL’s:

 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	Y

	CELS & CCC’s: 

Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	Y

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	Y

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	Y

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	Y

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	Y

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	Y

	Blueprint for Life: 

Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	Y


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

