On the Funny Side
Notebook Files and Assessments can be found in here: 
T:\Smartboard\English_Language_Arts\Grade 7\UbD units\On The Funny Side UbD Unit
	Title of Unit
	On the Funny Side
	Grade Level
	Seven

	Curriculum Area
	ELA
	Time Frame
	4 weeks

	Developed By
	
	ELA Context

Theme: 
	Communicative

Developing a Sense of Humor

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	CR7.4 

View and demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of visual and multimedia texts with specific features (e.g., circle graphs) and complex ideas including the visual components of media such as magazines, newspapers, websites, reference books, graphic novels, broadcast media, videos, and promotional materials. 
CC7.5 

Create and present a variety of representations including visual and multimedia presentations such as displays, illustrations, and videos, and enhance communication with appropriate graphic organizers, charts, circle graphs, timelines, maps, and sound effects. 
CC7.6 

Use oral language to interact purposefully and appropriately with others in pairs, small groups, and large group situations (e.g., contributing to sustaining dialogue, expressing support for others and their viewpoints, discussing and analyzing ideas and opinions, completing a variety of tasks, and contributing to group consensus building). 
CC7.9 

Experiment with a variety of text forms (e.g., meeting, presentation to adults, descriptive poem, opinion piece, a review, front page of a newspaper, short script) and techniques (e.g., dialogue, figurative language). 
AR7.2 

Appraise own and others’ work for clarity and correctness. 


	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         

	What do good viewers do to comprehend and interpret visuals and texts?
How can I help my audience to fully understand me?

How are two heads better than one in a group work situation?

Why is it important to value other people’s opinions?


	In years to come, the students will know that it is important to consider their audience when composing written work. They will be able to create a written piece using persuasive language.  The students will accept and provide critical feedback.  They will have developed strategies to better comprehend images and texts they have viewed.  They will realize that comedy is a great stress reliever.  

	
	Misconception

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	Life is more enjoyable if we can see the humour in everyday situations. Sometimes we laugh at a certain situation or the unexpected. Other times we find humour in the silly or ridiculous. At other times we find exaggeration and word play hilarious. Sometimes we enjoy the humour alone and sometimes we can share it with others. A sense of humour and language are linked. Humour is created both with words and without words (e.g., mime). “Did you hear the one about …?”

1. What makes something funny?

2. How do people connect through humor?

3. Why do we use humor?

4. How is humor communicated?


	Comedy is easy.  It comes natural.
What is funny to one person will be funny for everyone.
Criticism is always negative.



	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	CR7.4

a. View critically to understand and analyze opinions and messages presented in visual and multimedia texts. 

b. Recognize the overall organization of ideas in visual and multimedia texts (including digital). 

CC7.5

a. Represent ideas and demonstrate understanding of forms and techniques in cartoon sequences, contextual dramas, posters, and advertisements. 

b. Use the appropriate strategies in the representing process including planning and focusing, scripting and layout, revising, and producing. 

CC7.6

a. Share ideas/knowledge clearly and logically, add to others’ ideas, repeat points for clarification, and relate points already made for emphasis and reconsideration. 

CC7.9

a. Plan (e.g., using a chart or outline) and organize ideas to fit format and purpose (e.g., chronological, enumerative, problem/solution, cause/effect, comparison/contrast). 

b. Create narrative texts (e.g., recount an event) as follows: 

· establish a context, plot, and point of view 

· use a range of narrative devices (e.g., dialogue, tension, suspense) 

· make the narrative engaging 

· develop it systematically leading to a climax or conclusion.

c. Create persuasive texts (e.g., persuasive letter, an interpretation) as follows: 

· explain and justify reactions and personal connections to texts viewed, heard, and read 

· make explicit and deliberate connections with previous knowledge and experiences 

· give opinions and make judgements 

· provide support by reasons, explanations, and evidence 

· support opinions with examples from text 

· develop a clear organization. 

AR7.2

a. Recognize speaking, listening, representing, viewing, writing, and reading as useful tools for clarifying thinking, communicating, and understanding. 


	CR7.4

c. Display active viewing behaviours (e.g., setting purpose and formulating questions before viewing, drawing conclusions based on evidence in the text, identifying strategies used to influence audience). 

d. Analyze and evaluate what was seen in visual and multimedia (including digital) texts considering elements, techniques, and overall effect. 

e. Evaluate the effectiveness and impact of a range of visual and multimedia texts. 

f. Reflect and re-view in light of purpose. 

CC7.5

c. Create literary representations with some original qualities including narratives and dramatic scenes (e.g., skit or short video script). 

d. Present to a specific audience (e.g., a presentation to adults) an oral, written, visual, or multimedia project using appropriate presentation software. 

CC7.6

b. Demonstrate the ability to participate responsibly in discussions and team projects. 

c. Support key points with evidence and examples. 

d. Summarize personal viewpoint in clear and meaningful ways. 

e. Present group conclusions and findings to classmates. 

f. Speak to share and to entertain (e.g., read aloud, recite a poem, participate in an improvisation). 

CC7.9

d. Use appropriate point of view (including third person) when writing for particular audience and purpose. 

AR7.2
b. Evaluate group process and personal contributions according to pre-established criteria. 

c. Contribute to and use scoring guides, rubrics, and other criteria to reflect on and analyze clarity of work. 

d. Act on feedback. 



	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	Lighten Up Spruce Home(
Goal:

· Your goal is to bring humour to the Spruce Home newsletter and webpage.  We have found that our readership is bored with the current format.  The school is looking to add a comic strip to tickle people’s funny bone and encourage them to read our newsletter and website.

Role:
· You are cartoonists working in pairs. 

Audience:
· The audience is the Spruce Home parents, teachers, and students.

Situation:

· The class’ favourite comic strip will be published in the school newsletter.  

· You will each vote on your favourite comic strip and it will be published in the Spruce Home newsletter. 

· Prior to your comic strip ‘pitch’, you will share your comic strip with another group.  They will provide feedback to you using the graphic organizer provided.

· In additional, ALL of the comic strips will be published on Mrs. Liedtke’s class webpage.

Product Performance and Purpose:
· You will each need to create an original comic strip based on the school environment. The illustrations just need to be quick thumbnails.
· Then using ideas from both comics create one comic strip to “pitch” to the class.

· Using a multimedia presentation you will ‘pitch’ your cartoon to the editor of the Spruce Home School newsletter, your principal, your teacher, and your peers.  

· Why should they choose your comic to appear first in the newsletter?

· What inspired you to create your comic?  Show us?

· What made it funny?

· Good Viewers need to comprehend and interpret visuals and texts. What was it about the images and text that made your comic funny?

· Show your knowledge of how people connect and communicate through humour.

· How does your comic connect to our audience?

· What did you do to help your audience understand you?

· You worked with a partner to create your comic strip.

· How did this improve your comic strip?

· What were the challenges to working with a partner?

· How did you incorporate your peer feedback?


	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:
What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:
Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:
The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:
What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?
UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?
EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?
CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling
COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	Please attach rubric to unit plan.


	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation


	Observation
	Product

	Self Assessment
Exit Cards

Journal Entries
	Checklists
	Rubric

	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	· We will post the essential questions.
· They have experienced various forms of comedy but they have not analyzed or created it.

· We will introduce the performance task and rubric.

	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	We will show a funny video. 

Then pose the question “What makes something funny?”



	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?

	Strategies we will be focusing on:

Listeners, Readers, Viewers

Speakers, Writers, Representers

Before: Anticipate Message and Author’s / Presenter’s Intent, Set Purpose
Before: Consider Purpose and Audience
During: Construct Mental Images, Make, Confirm, Adjust Inferences and Draw Conclusions, Note Key Ideas and what Supports Them
During: Confer with Others, Use Language and Its Conventions to Construct Message – Pragmatic(audience, purpose, situation) & Other(visuals)
After: Respond Personally (giving support from text), Evaluate
After: Polish, Practise, and Decide How the Work will be Shared and/or Published
Journal Entries will be on-going. – Comics, Yogisms, video, etc. will be included in the Notebook files.  Students will read/watch & rate them in their journals. Including an explanation as to why they rated it that way.
The following Lessons have been created as SMART Notebook files for your SMARTBoard.
They can be found:

Notebook Files and Assessments can be found in here: T:\Smartboard\English_Language_Arts\Grade 7
· Lesson 1 “What is Funny?” (CC7.6, AR7.2)
· Lesson 2 Writing on The Funny Side Of the Brain (CR7.4)
· Crossroads pg 255
· Lesson 3 For Better of For Worse  (CC7.5)

· Crossroads pg 252
· Lesson 4 Jokes and Riddles: A Biography of a Comedian. (CC7.6, CC7.9, AR7.2)
· Lesson 5 Thank You, Uncle Ben (CC7.6, CC7.9 and AR7.2)
· Crossroads pg 275 

· Lesson 6 Children’s Literature Parodies (Reading Buddies) (CC7.5, CC7.9)
· Lesson 7 Comedy in Other Countries (audience is important) (CC7.5, AR7.2)
· The Friends of Kwan Ming (Crossroads pg 263)

· Lesson 8 Humor in Advertising (CR7.4, AR7.2)

· Lesson 9 Performance Task (ALL Outcomes)
On-going novel study… see pdf “Book in a Bag” Report.
Use the TRC Humor kit for novels.


	Time Frame

	
	

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work?

	Students will have numerous opportunities to self and peer evaluate one another’s work.  After they have had time to reflect on the feedback they will be given an opportunity to refine their work.


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	Students will be continually asked to complete small tasks; as individuals and in small groups to show their growing understanding


	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	Differentiation will enable me to personalize the learning for ALL students.

Instructional approaches will be varied: whole class, independent, one-to-one assistance.

Prior Knowledge and Understanding will be activated and considered during future lessons.

Students Interests will be considered.  Students will be choosing their own novel for the novel study.  We will also be attempting to select items we hope will be funny for the students.

Various Learning Styles will be addressed: Visual, Auditory, Musical, Interpersonal, Intrapersonal, Verbal / Linguistic  

Cultural Backgrounds will be incorporated.  We will discuss humor around the world.


	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Books:

What’s So Funny Literature and Thought Teacher Guide and Student Anthologies (TRC)
Crossroads Anthology Grade 7 “On The Funny Side”
Videos:
All of the videos used in this unit are linked to OR embedded in the notebook files.

Websites:

1. Brain Pop: Idioms and Clichés

a. http://www.brainpop.com/english/writing/idiomsandcliches/preview.weml
b. Usernames and Passwords for every school can be found here.

a. T:\Smartboard\Help_me_passwords_video_ instructions\Software_passwords\BrainPop



	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:
 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
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	BAL’s:
 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
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	CELS & CCC’s: 
Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
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	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
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	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
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	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
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	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
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	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
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	Blueprint for Life: 
Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
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Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
