Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Title of Unit
	ECOZONE
	Grade Level
	7

	Curriculum Area
	ELA
	Time Frame
	4-5 weeks

	Developed By
	
	ELA Context
	Environmental and technological

	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	CR7.1 

View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., Thinking for Oneself), social responsibility (e.g., Participating and Giving Our Personal Best), and efficacy (e.g., Doing Our Part for Planet Earth). 

CC7.1
Create various visual, oral, written, and multimedia (including digital) texts that explore identity (e.g., Exploring Thoughts, Feelings, and Ideas), social responsibility (e.g., Taking Action), and efficacy (e.g., Building a Better World).

CC7.5

Create and present a variety of representations including visual and multimedia presentations such as displays, illustrations, and videos, and enhance communication with appropriate graphic organizers, charts, circle graphs, timelines, maps, and sound effects.
CC7.9 

Experiment with a variety of text forms (e.g., meeting, presentation to adults, descriptive poem, opinion piece, a review, front page of a newspaper, short script) and techniques (e.g., dialogue, figurative language). 
AR7.2 

Appraise own and others’ work for clarity and correctness. 



	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         

	How can using a variety of text forms prepare us for lifelong learning?

How can the study of themes and values in texts prepare one for responsible participation in society?

How does revising and editing strengthen ideas, organization, voice, word choice sentence fluency, and conventions?


	· Students will be able to discuss, read, and view how human actions affect the natural world.

· Students will be able apply comprehension strategies when you read to recounts and view photos.

· Students will be able to write a recount on a environmental issue.



	
	Misconception

· All people who care for the environment do need to fit a certain mold.

· Conserving and preserving the natural world takes a lot of work. 

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	How do our actions affect the natural world?

	

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	What do they need to have to meet these outcomes?
· what efficacy means.

· how to edit, revise others and their own work.

· what the natural world is.

· use a variety of reading strategies in order to create edit, and revise appropriate texts.
· how to identify various text types


	What do the need to have to meet these outcomes?

· use comic life, and/or Publisher, Word, sound editing programs

· work effectively with others

· share thoughts and ideas

· work independently



	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	A public service announcement (PSA) or public service ad is a type of advertisement featured on television, radio, print or other media. Whereas the objective of a standard advertisement is to market a product, a PSA is intended to benefit the public interest, by raising awareness of an issue, affecting public attitudes, and potentially stimulating action such as environment, health, or safety
You are going to work in a group to create and present a one minute radio or TV public service announcement.  Your announcement will raise awareness about how human actions impact Earth’s environment.  You will present this to your classmates.  Recall what has been read, viewed and discussed in the unit before you begin.  

Your groups will need to determine what type of announcement, each person’s role (recording, presenting…), write a script, and decide on props, sound effects, etc… as quickly and efficiently as you can. 

	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:
What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:
Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:
The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:
What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?
UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?
EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?
CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling
COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 

	**See attached rubric**

	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Conversation
	Observation
	Product

	Say
· Five predictions
· Think, pair, share
· Peer assessment 
· Role play 

· Video, commercial 

· Student Teacher Conference
	Do
· Analyzing Photographic Techniques

· Summarize in Graphic organizer

· Read and Respond

· Visualize

· Pause and check

· Surveys

· Research


	Create
· Predicting

· Self assessment

· Journal
· TV commercial

· Summarize

· Graphic organizer

· Scripting 

	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	My students are familiar with some concepts from previous year’s lessons, media, and life lessons.  By the end of the unit they will be familiar with terms, ideas, and concepts about the environment, conservation of energy, water, and space.  They will use a variety of texts to create lifelong learning.  They will be able to decide what it means to be a responsible contributor to society.  They are expressing their opinions of something that is important to them as they try to convince others.  They will create a public service announcement about how our decisions affect the natural world.  


	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	I will hook the students by displaying: pictures of our earth, recycling, plants, and animals on the blackboard as well as display pieces of garbage (oil containers, paint cans, etc…) in a pile on a table.  The students will be curious and ask questions or make comments and connections to their lives.  In the absence of such curiosity, ask the students: What do you see?  (ask why did I put the _________ on the blackboard, ask this for each picture/object)   How does it make you feel? 
What do you think this unit is going to be about? Is there going to be a theme throughout the unit?  

I will hope that the conversation would turn toward responsibility, preservation, and conservation. If the students do not ask/infer then I would ask them how they think that we can be better advocates and help keep the land, sky, and water clean for generations to come.


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?  How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the engagement and achievement of all students?

	The following is a suggested sequence of lessons. Feel free to use your professional judgment to change the lessons and order as you see fit for the group of students you have.   
· 1. Literacy in Action: Ecozone- Lesson 1- How do our actions affect the natural world? (CR 7.1)
· 2. “Footprints of Life”- see attached lesson plan (CR7.1, CC7.9)
· 3. Literacy in Action: Ecozone- Lesson 2- Earth Alert (CR7.1, CC7.9)

· 4. “The Lorax” – see attached lesson (CR7.1)
· 5. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 3- Reading Recounts (CR7.1, CC 7.9)

· 6. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 4-Destination Vanuatu-Port Vila (CR7.1)

· 7. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 5- Destination Vanuatu- Eretoka Island; Malekula Island; Epi Island; 
                                                            Uri Island ( CR7.1)
· 8. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 6- Looking for seabirds (CC7.9)
· 9. “Water Footprint”- See attached lesson plan (CR7.1, CC7.9)
· 10. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 9-Writing recounts (AR7.2)
· 11. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 10- Guujaaw: An Advocate for the Planet (CR7.1, CC7.9)
· 12. “Green Guide”- see attached lesson plan (AR7.2)
· 13. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 14- Analyze Perspectives in Media (CR7.1, CC7.9)
· 14. Literacy in Action: Ecozone-  Lesson 16-Create a Public Service Announcement (AR7.2)

	Time Frame

	
	40-60 minutes
60-120 mins

40-60 mins

40-60 mins

40-60 mins

40-60 mins

60 mins

60 mins

60 mins

60 mins

30-40 mins

140 mins

40 mins

140 minutes

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work based on your essential questions and enduring understandings?

	I will get the students to reflect and rethink how their and other humans’ actions affect the natural world.  For example, through the creation of a script, the rehearsal, and editing of their public service announcement students will show understanding of issues facing the human race. 


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	The students will exhibit and self evaluate their growth, knowledge, and understanding through various projects and assignments as well as group and self-assessments, graphic organizers and online surveys.  


	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	To accommodate all students learning styles and abilities the various assignments can be shortened in length.  Students with trouble writing can be given opportunities to type or draw their assignments, and students can work in pairs or groups.  Another way tailor to specific needs is to give choices. For example, during the public service announcement students will work in a small group and have a choice of how they will present their work: a TV commercial, power point presentation, a video, a radio announcement, podcast, etc… LiA has many great ideas for differentiation in the “Differentiation” boxes in the margins of individual lessons in the teacher guide.


	What resources will you use in the learning experiences to meet the outcomes?

	Any resources, other than the Literacy in Action series, which are used, are available on each individual lesson plan attached.  I have created 4 lessons that fit with this unit and meet the curricular outcomes. 
Some school resources that they will use are Smart board, computers, Internet, video camera, and the library. 

Here is a list of websites used in the creation of this unit (some will be used by the students in the creation of the “Green Guide” and other lessons as well): 
www.seussville.com, http://calc.zerofootprint.net/youth/, http://calc.zerofootprint.net/youth/iEarn/teacher_guide, www.environment.nationalgeographic.com, http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/safeguarding_the_natural_world/rivers_and_lakes/water_footprint/index.cfm, http://www.waterfootprint.org/?page=files/home, http://www.gdrc.org/uem/footprints/water-footprint.html, http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/National-Wildlife/News-and-Views/Archives/2004/Water-Pressure.aspx, http://environment.about.com, www.citypa.ca
www.greenlivingtips.com, www.thedailygreen.com, www.aboutmyplanet.com/category/daily-green-tips/, www.simplegreenliving.com/, www.cleaning-green.net, www.ecopublication.com, www.sierraclub.org
The following books were used in the creation of the unit and will be made available for students to use for projects:
Green Living Magazine,  Arm and Hammer Baking Soda: Over 100 Helpful Household Hints, Baking Soda Bonanza; 2nd edition, Green Clean: The Environmentally Sound Guide to Cleaning Your Home, The Canadian Green Consumer Guide, Green Home Magazine, Natural Home Magazine


	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:

 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	Yes

	BAL’s:

 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	Yes

	CELS & CCC’s: 

Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	Yes

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	Yes

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	Yes

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	Yes

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	Yes

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	Yes

	Blueprint for Life: 

Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	Yes


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
