Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Title of Unit
	Friends in my World
	Grade Level
	One

	Curriculum Area
	ELA & Health
	Time Frame
	

	Developed By
	
	ELA Context
	Social, Cultural, and Historical 


	School
	

	Identify Desired Results (Stage 1)

	Content Standards –Curricular Outcomes

	CR1.1 Comprehend and respond to a variety of grade-level texts (including contemporary and traditional visual, oral, written, and multimedia) that address: 

• identity (e.g., All About Me) 

• community (e.g., Friends and Family) 

• social responsibility (e.g., Conservation) and relate to own feelings, ideas, and experiences.
CC1.4 Write and share stories and short informational texts about familiar events and experiences in a minimum of five sentences.
AR1.1 Identify, with teacher guidance, what good viewers, listeners, readers, representers, speakers, and writers do.
USC1.3 Analyze, with support, feelings and behaviours that are important for nurturing healthy relationships at school.



	Essential Questions
	Enduring Understandings

	Open-ended questions that stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the content of the enduring understanding.
	What do you want students to understand & be able to use several years from now?         Students will understand that…

	Must match the outcomes chosen.  Do not relate to the theme.
What strategies do good communicators use?

How do good readers check for understanding?
How do good writers communicate their ideas?
How am I similar to and different from other people?

	Good communicators use reading, writing, speaking to communicate with others.
Good communicators continually develop their communications strategies to become better communicators.

Communication is multifaceted.
Good readers understand what they read.
Good readers adapt their use of strategies to the type/style of text they are reading.
Good communicators recognize that information can come from a variety of genres.

	
	Misconception

	Unit Question (ELA context)
	(Optional)

	What is a friend?

	I can read already, don’t need to get any better.
I’m not a good reader – so why bother?

Everyone has to be my friend, no matter what.
No one likes me.
I’m the boss, you’ll do as I say.

I don’t need to change – you do.


	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	Illustrate what being a good friend looks like, sounds like, and feels like (e.g., sharing, caring, cooperating, listening, supporting).
Identify and discuss helpful/hurtful words and behaviours in relationships (e.g., saying/not saying thank you, taking/not taking turns).

	Relate aspects of stories and characters from various texts to personal feelings and experiences.
Show awareness of the experiences and ideas of other persons encountered through texts.

Describe characters, the way they might feel, and the way situations might cause them to feel.

Select and use the appropriate before, during, and after strategies when reading.

Read and interpret own writing, experience charts, labels, symbols, and print in environment.

Reflect on viewing, listening, reading, speaking, writing, and other representing experiences in the context of teacher-led discussions.

Seek feedback from peers, teacher, and others.

	Assessment Evidence (Stage 2)

	Performance Task Description 

	The performance task describes the learning activity in “story” form.  Typically, the P.T. describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation. Describe your performance task scenario below:


	Helpful tips for writing a performance task.

	The kindergarten students would like to learn more about friendship.  As an expert on friendship you will create a non-fiction book about friendship. This book will give the kindergarten student an understanding of how to be a good friend. 
Your book will entertain the kindergarten students with beautiful full page illustrations.  You will include 5 or more fantastic friendship traits in your book.  You will create and practice your book in class until you are ready to present to a kindergarten student.
Your book will include the following:

1. A cover that includes:

· Title (about friendship)

· Full colour illustration (related to topic)
· Author name (your name)

· Date (month and year worked on)

2. 5 or more pages 
· One key friendship word on each page in sentence form (Sharing, Caring, Cooperating, Listening, Supporting)
· Full colour illustration on each page
You will do the following:
1. Create your book according to the outline above

2. Practice presenting your book with a classmate

3. Present your book to a group of kindergarten students

· Use a clear voice

· Speak up so that everyone can hear

	Goal:

What should students accomplish by completing this task?

	
	Role:
What role (perspective) will your students be taking?

	
	Audience:
Who is the relevant audience?

	
	Situation:
The context or challenge provided to the student.

	
	Product/Performance:
What product/performance will the student create?

	
	Standards

(Create the rubric for the Performance Task)

	BLOOMS TAXONOMY:

REMEMBERING: Can the students recall or remember the information?
UNDERSTANDING: Can the students explain ideas or concepts?
APPLYING: Can the students use the information in a new way?
ANALYZING: Can the students distinguish between the different parts?
EVALUATING: Can the students justify a stand or decision?
CREATING:  Can the students create new product or point of view?
	Digital Taxonomy for Bloom:

KNOWLEDGE: Highlighting, bookmarking, social networking, searching, googling
COMPREHENSION: Advanced searches, blog journaling, twittering, commenting

APPLICATION: Running, loading, playing, operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing

ANALYSIS: Mashing, linking, tagging, validating, cracking, reverse-engineering

SYNTHESIS: Programming, filming, animating, blogging, wiki-ing, publishing, podcasting, video casting

EVALUATION: Blog commenting, reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating, networking, posting moderating

	Standards Rubric

The standards rubric should identify how student understanding will be measured. 


	

	Other Assessment Evidence:  (Formative and summative assessments used throughout the unit to arrive at the outcomes.)

	Observation
· Anecdotal records kept during Daily 5 conferences
· Checklist of specific indicators 

· Tumble Book Quiz – students re-read until they get 5/5

Conversation

· Oral questioning 
· Informal questioning

· Class meeting

Product

· Portfolio (journal entries)
· Rubric (performance task)
· At a glance recording (during friendship paper plate activity)


	Learning Plan (Stage 3)

	Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the students know where they are going?

	· Students need to develop good communication skills in order to develop fulfilling friendships
· Students will learn to write in sentences to communicate their thoughts and ideas about friendship
· Students will enjoy various stories about friendship to help them develop an understanding of good friendship traits
· Students will appreciate the value of being able to share stories with others in order to develop friendship bonds
· Students will learn to appreciate the many aspects of friendship to help them get along in the classroom and playground 
· Students will use their knowledge of friendship traits to help diffuse difficulties with peers in the classroom or playground
· Post/discuss the unit question – “What is a friend?”
· Post/discuss the 5 friendship traits relevant to this unit


	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit? (motivational set)

	Motivational set
Read Howard B. Wiggle Bottom Learns About Bullies to class  (USC1.3) 

· Discuss “What did Howard learn?”  “How are you the same/different than Howard?”
· “How do you know?” 
· “Let’s learn more about being a good friend.”
· http://www.brainpopjr.com/health/relationships/friends/puzzle/  Use the puzzle at this BrainPop link to guide discussion about Friendship.


	What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?

	· Stories to be read aloud to class: (throughout the unit) CR1.1, AR1.1, USC1.3  
· A Book of Friends by David Ross
· A Rainbow of Friends by P. K. Hallinan
· Alexander and the Wind Up Mouse by Leo Lionni
· Best Friends by Steven Kellog
· Chester’s Way by Kevin Henkes
· Clifford Makes a Friend by Norman Bridwell
· Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel
· How to Lose All Your Friends by Nancy Carlson
· Just My Friend and Me by Mercer Mayer
· Moonbear’s Friend by Frank Asch
· My Best Friend by Pat Hutchins
· Rainbow Fish,The by Marcus Pfister.
· Wemberly Worried by Kevin Henkes
· Where is My Friend? by Marcus Pfister
· Stories to be listened to on Tumble Books during Daily 5 ‘listening’ (throughout the unit) CR1.1, AR1.1              Students will complete the Tumble Quiz to self assess and strengthen comprehension strategies.
1. Rip, Squeak and his Friends Author: Yost-Filgate, Susan
2. Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend Author: Melanie Watt
· Leveled Books for students to read (Read to Self, Read to Someone) (Throughout the unit) CR1.1, AR1.1
1. Level 1 – Dressing Up, I Want Ice Cream, 
2. Level 2 – Brenda’s Birthday, I like to Paint, Mud Pie, Playing, 

3. Level 3 – Come with Me,
4. Level 4 – The Birthday Cake, Happy Birthday, 

5. Level 5 – Let’s Play, Monkey’s Friends, Presents

6. Level 6 – Amy Goes to School, Look at Us, The Party, The Present

7. Level 7 – All Join In, A Friend, Our Soccer Team, 

8. Level 8 – Bossy Betina, If You’re Happy

9. Level 9 – The Barnaby’s New House, Jen and the Pets

10. Level 10 – My Monster Friends, 

11. Level 11 – Half For You and Half For Me
· Guided Patterned Writing: CC1.4, AR1.1, USC1.3
          Students Write in Language Arts notebooks a variety of guided patterned writing incorporating the Friendship traits. ( Ex: sharing, caring, cooperating, listening, supporting).           Friends can_________, Friendship is ___________, I like my friends when ______________, I am being a good friend when _______, I show I care when I _______, I cooperate by _________, When I am listening to my friends I _________________, 

· Friendship videos: USC1.3, AR1.1
                                        Bullies are a Pain in the Brain Author: Romain, Trevor. Available at the TRC, DVD+ 302.3 ROM
                                        All About Friends Available at the TRC, DVD 177 ALL
· Role Play: AR1.1, USC1.3, USC1.3     Students role play scenarios to exhibit knowledge of friendship traits.  Use real life situations, (fictionalized for the classroom), Ex: Your friends want to play tag, but you do not, brainstorm several solutions and role play to solidify.
· No Bullies Poster: AR1.1, USC1.3, USC1.3,   Students brainstorm and create posters (in partner groups) to display in the school hallways. The poster will represent, in picture format, an anti-bully message. 
· Sharing circle with Quinten T. Bear: Read AR1.1, USC1.3, Turnabouts Fair Play from the Lions Quest program. Discuss in a sharing circle format. 
· Paper Plate Friendship Activity:  USC1.3, AR1.1, CC1.4 - Students brainstorm words that describe a good friend.  Make a chart (web style- categorizing according to the 5 traits students have learned) of their ideas.  Students then each receive a paper plate with their name in the center.  Students sit in a large circle (Desks or tables in a circle would be conducive to writing). Paper plates are passed around the circle. Each student writes one descriptive friendship word on every student’s plate.  Once the paper plates have all gone around the circle, each student will receive and read their own plate with friendship words describing themselves from their classmates.
· Check out Brainpopjr. For videos and activities related to Friendship.  USC1.3 http://www.brainpopjr.com/health/relationships/friends/    You can also click on the “Talk about it” section for discussion ideas. AR1.1   Go to the ‘Belly Up’ section for a cartoon related to friendship.  AR1.1
· Smartboard lessons : see this link for Smart Exchange lessons to use with this unit:  USC1.3, CR1.1, AR1.1                           
          http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=friendship

	Time Frame

	
	

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work?

	· As students work through the friendship traits, allow time for each student to keep a journal to write and draw personal experiences related to each trait.  Refer back to these journal entries as students work through their culminating assignment.
· Kwl - http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/graphic_org/kwl/   Go to this site to create a kwl chart to focus students on what they know, want to know and have learned. 


	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?

	· When reading their friendship book to a partner use ‘Check for Understanding’.  
· Record and refer to friendship words posted on the classroom word wall.

· Use traits learned in the classroom to help students work through friendship problems that arise in the classroom, on the playground, etc…


	How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the goals of the unit?

	How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the engagement and achievement of all students?

	· Lessons activities will meets students various learning needs and styles.  Allowing students to use their learning strengths as well as encouraging them to work in modalities that they do not feel as comfortable in. Students should always be given enough supports by the teacher, E.A.’s and fellow students to allow them to stretch and grow as they work through a variety of learning styles.  
· Written work – students are encouraged to write independently, but are given structures to work within.

· Written work is produced for a variety of purposes, and therefore a variety of expectations are set in place.  Ex: personal journaling can be ‘rough’ in product with phonetic spellings and drawings to convey meaning.  Whereas, the Assessment Task (book) will be a ‘published’ copy with corrected spelling, grammar, exemplary printing and illustrations.  Students will need a high level of teacher and peer support to complete this task.
· Role Play – using role play in a variety of situations (small group, large group, one on one) gives students the courage and self confidence to perform.
· Reading – Students are encouraged to read to self, to others (individual, small group and large group), to listen to reading in order to build knowledge of a large volume of texts on the topic.


	Assess and Reflect (Stage 4)

	Required Areas of Study:
 Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessment and learning experiences?
	yes

	BAL’s:
 Does my unit promote life long learning, encourage the development of self and community, and engage students?
	yes

	CELS & CCC’s: 
Do the learning experiences allow learners to use multiple literacies while constructing knowledge, demonstrating social responsibility, and acting autonomously in their world?
	yes

	Adaptive Dimension: 

Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs of all my students?
	yes

	Instructional Approaches: 

Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches?
	yes

	Student Evaluation: 

Have I included formative and summative assessments reflective of student needs and interests based on curricular outcomes?
	yes

	Resource Based Learning:
 Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis?
	yes

	FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education: 

Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honoring each child’s identity? 
	yes

	Blueprint for Life: 
Have I planned learning experiences in the unit that prepare students for a balanced life and/or work career?
	yes


Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
